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RESEMBLING IN MINIATURE A GIANT EXTINCT DINOSAUR: THE REMARKABLE AUSTRALIAN FRILLED LIZARD WHICH, THOUGH HARMLESS, CAN 


THE FRILL AROUND ITS NECK AND HISS DEFIANCE IN THE MOST MENACING AND DISCOMFITING MANNER. 
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A DRAGON-LIKE REPTILE WHICH ADOPTS ‘‘ SCARE-TACTICS ’”’ : 


The extraordinary-looking frilled lizard of Australia (Chlamydosaurus kingi), 
an inhabitant of dry districts, bears a remarkable frill-like fold of skin 
around its neck which it can stretch open to form a large circular shield 
supported by cartilaginous rods, like the ribs of an umbrella. When not 
in use the frill is folded, cape-like, about its shoulders. This lizard attains 
a length of some 32 ins., eleven of which are its powerful whip-like tail. 


AUSTRALIA’S REMARKABLE FRILLED LIZARD. 


When frightened it first seeks safety in flight, and runs swiftly on its hind- 
legs with its body inclined forward and its tail raised as a counterpoise. If 
pursued it will turn and face its enemy with its frill erected and its mouth 
open ; the saffron-yellow of the interior of its mouth making a striking contrast 
with the green and brown of its frill. The display is most impressive and 
generally effective and dogs thus confronted have been seen to retire. 


Colour photographs by Hoflinger. 
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‘“... WEARS YET A PRECIOUS JEWEL IN ITS HEAD”: THE GROTESQUE YE” GE 


“SPIX'’S HYLA” (A YLA ALBOMARGINATA): A SOUTH AMERICAN TREE FROG WHICH IS ALMOST 
INVISIBLE AMONG THE GREEN FOLIAGE WHICH IS ITS NORMAL ENVIRONMENT. IT CATCHES 
INSECTS WITH THE 
AID OF ITS TONGUE. 


Natural size. 


A SOUTH AMERICAN TREE FROG (PHYLLOMEDUSA IHERINGI) WHICH RATHER CLIMBS THAN 
JUMPS. IT HAS AN OPPOSABLE THUMB ALLOWING IT TO GRASP A TWIG FIRMLY. EGGS ARE LAID 
BETWEEN LEAVES OVERHANGING WATER. Natural size. 


THE ORANGE-BANDED WOOD TOAD FROM CENTRAL AFRICA 
PHRYNOMERUS BIFASCIATA WHEN FRESHLY IMPORTED BOTH A NORTH AFRIC ? Ou by , +7 ] ‘ 7 . 

FRICAN TOAD (BUFO MAURETANICA) WHOSE COLOUR BLENDS WELL WITH GRA VES. 
ANIMALS HAD THE NORMAL COLOUR OF THE UPPER. Natural size. . - a 


OFTEN LIVE IN DRY LOCALITIES AND SEARCH FOR WATER IN THE BREEDING SEASON ONLY. 


A little below natural size 


A TREE FROG (HYLA GRATIOSA) FROM THE U.S.A ITS CALL IS SUPPOSED TO SOUND LIKE A FROG FROM THE MALAY STATES (MEGOPHRYS NASUTA 
TONK, TONK "' OR LIKE COAT BET."’ LIKE MANY TREE FROGS IT HAS A } <ABLE RANGE 
OF COLOUR THE COLOUR DIFFERENCES DO NOT INDICATE THE SE? AN INDIVID 


WHOSE COLOUR RESE} 
DEAD LEAVES AND IS SO WELL CAMOUFLAGED AS TO BE INVISIBLE UNLESS IT M 
UNIQUE AMONG FROGS IN THAT IT BITES BACK WHEN ATTACKED 


‘¢ Among the exhibits at the Reptile House,’’ writes Dr. Edward Elkan, ‘‘ two fault of the public, because all the most beautiful tropical frogs are small and 
kinds excite the curiosity of the visitors above all others, those which impress need very special care. Many of them are nocturnal in their habits and hide 
because of their size and those which are marked ‘ poisonous,’ and there are themselves in the day; they are, therefore, not easily exhibited in such a way 
not many who know that a frog might be well worth being exhibited because that the public can see them. They are not even easily photographed, because 
of the sheer beauty of its coloration. The ignorance of this fact is not the they react to any manipulation by changing their colour and will not be 


Colour photograt by Dr. 
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EM-LIKE BEAUTY OF TROPICAL FROGS AND TOADS AT THE LONDON ZOO. 


ag, 
A SMALL AUSTRALIAN TOAD (PSEUDOPHRYNE CORROBOREE) WITH DISTINCTIVE 
‘““WARNING’’ COLOUR. THE SAME COLOUR COMBINATION IS FOUND IN WASPS, HORNETS, 
SALAMANDERS 
AND SOME SOUTH 
AMERICAN POISON- 

OUS FROGS. 


Twice natural size. 


THE PIED ARROW POISON FROG OF SOUTH AMERICA (DENDROBATES LEUCOMELAS). THE NATIVES 
ROAST THIS FROG OVER A SLOW FIRE. IT THEN EXUDES A HIGHLY POISONOUS SLIME FROM THE 
SKIN GLANDS. THIS EXCRETION IS STRONG ENOUGH TO PARALYSE BIRDS AND SMALL MONKEYS. 


AN AUSTRALIAN TREE FROG (HYLA AUREA), LARGER THAN 
THE EUROPEAN HYLA ARBOREA AND MUCH MORE SPECTACULAR 
IN ITS GREEN AND GOLD COLOUR, About natural size. 


THE EUROPEAN MIDWIFE TOAD (ALYTES OBSTETRICANS). THE MIDWIFE IS THE MALE WHO, AS SOON AS THE FEMALE 
HAS LAID THE EGGS, TWISTS THE EGG-STRINGS ROUND ITS LEGS. 


ANOTHER FROG (CERATOPHRYS DORSATA) WHICH BITES WHEN CARELESSLY HANDLED. IT EATS ANY / MAL 1 Z J 2 FROG (11YLA FABER), COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE 
CATCH ON THE GROUND, PARTICULARLY OTHER FROGS AND YOUNG MICE. ITS COLOUR R 7 ‘i JNT OF THE METALLIC SOUND OF ITS CROAKING 
THE UNDERGROWTH. Half natural size. BUILDS CIRCUL MUD WALLS IN SHALLOW PONDS 


persuaded to mistake the photographer’s lamp for the sun of their native and by no means confine themselves to flies. The larger ones will eat any 
Brazil, Australia or Ecuador. All the animals pictured here can be safely insect, mice and even their own kind with the greatest relish. Their colour 
touched, and only one of the frogs—Dendrobates leucomelas—is capable of patterns are in some cases protective, in others we interpret them as warning 
producing a poisonous secretion. All are difficult to find, even in their native colours and so, apparently, do their enemies, who give a wide berth to a black 
country, and are very rarely brought to England alive. They are all carnivorous and yellow coloured frog which, they know, is most unpleasant to eat.’’ 


Dr. Edward Elkan. 
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IN THEIR MALAYAN HABITAT: THE 
YELLOW AND THE CHESTNUT BITTERN. 


ON ITS NEST IN THE REED-BEDS OF A RICE-GROWING AREA ON PENANG ISLAND: 
THE YELLOW BITTERN (IXOBRYCHUS SINENSIS). 


SHOWING THE ‘‘ ROUGH STITCHING ’’ ON EACH SIDE OF THE DARK LINE 
DOWN ITS BREAST: THE CHESTNUT BITTERN (IXOBRYCHUS CINNAMOMEUS). 


A HANDSOME BIRD IN HIS CHESTNUT PLUMAGE: THE COCK CHESTNUT BITTERN FLUFFING OUT HIS FEATHERS BEFORE SITTING ON THE EGGS IN THE NEST. 


Among the remarkable bird photographs by Mr. Loke Wan Tho of Singapore 
which we have published from time to time, we reproduced a series of 
unique photographs of the Yellow Bittern in its habitat which proved it 
to be a breeding bird of Malaya. We also published four of Mr. Loke Wan 
Tho’s vivid photographs of the Chestnut Bittern, which is known to be a 
resident breeding bird all the way down the Malay Peninsula to the island 
of Singapore. Now we show these two birds photographed in colour by 


Mr. Loke Wan Tho in the reed-beds of a rice-growing area near the village 
of Ginting, Penang Island, Malaya. The Yellow Bittern, which has an 
astonishingly small nest for its size, is more shy than the Chestnut Bittern 
which is its near neighbour in the Ginting marsh. The Chestnut Bittern 
places its larger and more untidy nest lower down in the reeds than the 
Yellow Bittern, and often it is only just above the level of the water. The 
cock is handsome in its chestnut plumage; the hen is duller-looking. 


Colour photographs by Mr. Loke Wan Tho. 





